Aspirin-like drugs cause gastrointestinal injuries by metallic cation chelation.
Aspirin-like (nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory) drugs may cause injuries including ulcers to the gastrointestinal tract by chelation of the divalent and/or multivalent metallic cations in the gastrointestinal mucus and mucosa, as suggested by the chemical properties of these drugs and supported by experimental and clinical data.